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NATIONAL CARERS WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [9.05 am]: I rise to inform the house of 
the vital role of unpaid carers. This is being recognised this week during National Carers Week, which will run until 
22 October. More than 320 000 carers look after some of our most vulnerable people by providing unpaid care for 
a family member or friend in families and homes across the state. Carers provide support for Western Australians 
who are living with disability, impairment, mental illness, a chronic health condition, terminal illness, or an alcohol 
or drug issue, or someone who is frail and aged. It is important to raise awareness of the work and contributions 
of carers so that their efforts are recognised and valued, and to assist carers to know that support is available. Carers 
take on this role due to their love for the person they care for, but that does not make it easy. Simply identifying 
as a carer can help people to access a range of supports to make their journey that little bit easier. 
The McGowan government, through the Department of Communities, has provided more than $1 million in funding 
to Carers WA to deliver support services and programs, including counselling and training, social support, advice, 
respite, employment and engagement activities. I want to thank Carers WA for the important role it has in providing 
support to carers. The Carers Advisory Council and the Department of Communities is focused on delivering the 
state’s carers strategy. This strategy guides government departments, service providers and the community towards 
greater support for and recognition of carers and their needs. 
This week, videos that highlight the stories, experiences and achievements of WA carers are being screened in 
Yagan Square. Their stories are extremely moving and inspirational. Landmarks across the state will be lit up in 
the campaign colour, aqua blue, to help spread the message of the important role that carers play. These include 
Optus Stadium, Matagarup Bridge, Perth Bell Tower and the East Perth power station. In regional WA, boab trees 
in Celebrity Tree Park, Kununurra; the Albany Town Square; and the Kalgoorlie library will also light up in blue. 
To all the carers in our community, I say thank you. It is among the most important and selfless work in our 
community, and I thank those who dedicate their lives to helping those who need it most. 
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